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Mrs.Hani Profile . . . . . . _

In 1873, Motoko was born in Nagayoko-cho, Hachinohe, as the eldest
daughter of the Matsuoka family of the Hachinohe clan. In 1889, she
moved toTokyo. In 1897, she joined the Hochi Shimbun (Hochi News)
where she became Japan's first female journalist. In 1901, She married
her colleague, Yoshikazu Hani, and retired. In 1903, she launched a
magazine named “Katei no Tomo (Family's Friend )”, which was the
predecessor of “Fujin noTomo (Woman's Friend)”, and played a major

role in improving the family environment at the time. In 1921, she

founded the “Jiyu Gakuen (School of Freedom)”, a school based on

the principle of students' autonomy and self-reliance, with the aim of

. =1 —
“thinking, living and praying”, which has produced many prominent A — w IR

figures to this day. In 1930, a group of readers of “Fujin no Tomo”
formed the “Tomo no Kai (Friends’Association)”, which has been active
in realizing Motoko's ideas in various parts of Japan. In 1957, Motoko TR
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assed away at the age of 83, and left us numerous writings, which oA omss _
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were collected in 21 volumes as “The Collected Works of Motoko Hani”” _}_;ﬂ‘
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